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“When the Revolutionary War began, the patriots of the Thirteen Colonies found themselves hemmed in. The British fleet blockaded the Atlantic seaports and their ships couldn’t get provisions. To the north and south the enemy army threatened them, and to the west the Appalachian Mountains cut them off. It was a desperate situation. General George Washington asked Gálvez for help.”
181818

19

“Are you sure of that?”
“You see, Gálvez was the governor of Louisiana, which at that time was a huge Spanish domain. It stretched from the Mississippi River to the Rocky Mountains and from the Gulf of Mexico to Canada. Imagine! Its capital was New Orleans, and to help Washington, Gálvez sent boats up the Mississippi River loaded with rifles, uniforms, food, blankets, and medicine.”

“Great! Long live Bernardo de Gálvez!”
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Get to Know a Hero of  the American 
Revolution Who Spoke Spanish

Bernardo de Gálvez was a Spanish general who played a key 
role in the American Revolution. Without him, the patriots 
would not have won the war—or at the very least, it would 
have taken them a much longer time to do so. That’s a fact! 
His role was so important that on a wall of the Capitol—
the seat of the U.S. Congress—there is a portrait of him, and 
he was even granted honorary United States citizenship by 
President Barack Obama not long ago. Would you like to get 
to know Gálvez? Open this book and start reading!
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