
Fiction and Nonfiction for
Middle-Grade Readers

Jess Aarons has been practicing all summer so he can be the fastest runner 
in the fifth grade. And he almost is, until the new girl in school, Leslie Burke, 
outpaces him. The two become fast friends and spend most days in the woods 
behind Leslie’s house, where they invent an enchanted land called Terabithia. 
One morning, Leslie goes to Terabithia without Jess and a tragedy occurs. It 
will take the love of his family and the strength that Leslie has given him for 
Jess to be able to deal with his grief.
Bridge to Terabitia has become a touchstone of children’s literature. 

Twins Luis and José travel around the fantasy world of the 
brothers Grimm. There, they meet characters like Snow 
White, Rapunzel, Cinderella, the Valiant Little Tailor, and 
Hansel and Gretel. The boys investigate the reason that 
stepmothers are personified as evil, but they must do it 
before the sand in the hourglass runs out.

A brief account of the life of Emiliano Zapata, 
who, far from having an easy life, started to work 
as a little boy in order to support his family. Like 
many farmers at the time, he experienced misery 
and injustice, which led him to become one of the 
most important figures in the Mexican Revolution.
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