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Complexity

F&P Guided Reading Level N / Lexile Level 730L 

text type

Informational Text: Science

objeCtives

Æ	Infer and identify the topic of the book.
Æ Determine the main idea of a text; 

recount the key details and explain how 
they support the main idea.

Æ Describe how text features aid 
comprehension.

Æ Define, identify, and write with adjectives 
to clarify meaning.

Æ Read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled 
words (h, ch, que, qui, gue, gui).

Æ Use context clues, including illustrations 
and graphics, to clarify word meanings.

Æ Ask and answer questions about the text 
to deepen understanding.

Æ Write a paragraph synthesizing 
information from two sources.

Æ Engage effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions with diverse 
partners.

Æ Create a class book of facts about 
monarch butterflies.

materials

Æ several weeks before reading this book, 
order monarch butterfly kits from a 
biological supply house 

Æ empty two-liter bottles with the necks cut 
off, or an aquarium or butterfly garden

Æ Bingo, Secuencia de sucesos,
 Tabla de tres columnas 
 (Graphic Organizers #3, #28, and #31)*

summary

This book traces the life cycle of the monarch butterfly from egg to adult. After the adult butterfly 
emerges from the chrysalis, it sips nectar from flowers. When fall arrives, the monarch migrates to 
warmer climates, hibernates, and the cycle begins again.

InstructIonal Focus:  
Staircase of Complexity / Reading Rigor

InstructIonal Focus: 
Balancing Informational and Literary Text

standards 
SLAR CCSS RI 3.1, RI 3.2, RI 3.3, RI 3.4, RI 3.5, RI 3.7, RI 3.10, RF 3.3.d, RF 3.3.h, RF 3.4, W 3.2,  
W 3.5, W 3.6, W 3.7, W 3.8, W 3.10, SL 3.1, SL 3.2, SL 3.3, SL 3.6, L 3.1.a, L 3.1.i, W 3.2.a, W 3.2.f,  
L 3.3, L 3.4.d, L 3.6 
SLAR TEKS 3.1.B, 3.1.C, 3.2.A, 3.2.B, 3.3, 3.4.B, 3.13.A–D, 3.16.B, 3.17A, 3.17.D, 3.17.D, 3.20.A, 
3.22.A.iii, 3.24, 3.28, 3.31  
NGSS 3-LS1-1, 3-LS4-2, 3-LS4-3
Science TEKS 3.2.A, 3.10 

*  To download the Spanish Graphic Organizers in this lesson go to: santillanausa.com/spanishliteracy
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advertir – llamar la atención sobre alguna cosa; 
alertar / to warn 

aglomeradas – reunidas en desorden, 
amontonadas / huddled together

asombroso – que causa gran admiración  
/ amazing

devorar – comer muy deprisa y con muchas 
ganas / to devour

diminuto – de tamaño muy pequeño / tiny
encendido – se dice de un color tan brillante que 

parece que está en llamas / glowing
pálido – se dice de los colores que no son fuertes 

/ pale
segmentado – dividido en partes (segmentos)  

/ segmented
velocidad – rapidez con la que se realiza una 

acción / speed

Advanced Vocabulary
aparear – juntar a los animales, macho y 

hembra, para que se reproduzcan / to mate
combustible – sustancia que se quema para 

producir calor o energía / fuel
escama – cada una de las placas duras y 

brillantes que cubren el cuerpo de los peces y de 
otros animales / scale 

hembra – animal del sexo femenino / female
huevo – lo que ponen las hembras de algunos 

animales y de donde salen sus crías cuando ya 
están formadas / egg

larva – cría de la mariposa / larva
macho – animal del sexo masculino / male
madriguera – cueva pequeña y estrecha en la 

que viven algunos animales / den
oruga – larva de la mariposa, parecida a un 

gusano / caterpillar

voCabulary

voCabulary development 
Æ  Introduce vocabulary by providing a description, explanation, or example of all the words presented 

in the vocabulary section and any additional vocabulary you may wish to discuss prior to the 
reading activities. Consider using pictures and sketches to explain the meaning of a word.  

Æ  Make sure students understand all the vocabulary needed to complete the activities (e.g., adjetivo, 
muda, dígrafo) and instruction words, such as compara, contrasta, define, organiza, revisa.

Æ  Have students take turns explaining new vocabulary in their own words by having them say what 
the words mean. Monitor and correct their explanations as necessary.  Encourage them to use 
context clues and illustrations from the book.

Æ Explain to students that, with a few exceptions, the Spanish language is pronounced exactly as 
it is written. One exception is the letter u, which is not sounded in the syllables que, qui, gue, and 
gui. Write the following words on the board and have students read them aloud: banquete, quieta, 
madriguera, distinguir. Ask students to look for additional examples of words with the syllable que  
in the text (e.g. quedan, p. 3; porque, p. 16; pequeña, p. 8).

Æ  Write the words hoy and muchos on the board, underlining the h in the first word and the digraph  
ch in the second word. Read the words and then tell students that the letter h is silent in Spanish, 
except in the digraph ch. Write the following words on the board and have students read them 
aloud: almohada, chiste, ancho, halagar. Ask students to look for additional examples of words 
with the silent h and the digraph ch in the text and report their findings to their classmates (i.e., 
hibernación, p. 20; ha, ahora, p. 21; tachímida, p. 5; ganchos, p. 7; chupan, p. 16).

Æ  Remind students that we use adjectives to describe people, places, animals, or things. Have them 
identify the six adjectives on the vocabulary list (aglomeradas, asombroso, diminuto, encendido, pálido, 
segmentado) and use the illustrations in the text to clarify their meaning. 

Æ Have students draw una crisálida de color azul pálido, unas mariposas aglomeradas, unas antenas 
diminutas, etc. (a pale–blue chrysalis, butterflies huddled together, tiny antennae, etc.) to 
demonstrate understanding of the vocabulary words.  

Æ  Pass out blank Bingo cards (Graphic Organizer #3). Have students write the vocabulary words  
in any squares they like. Then play Vocabulary Bingo with the class.

InstructIonal Focus: 
Academic Vocabulary
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pre-reading

u  Read the title and author’s name. Give students a few moments to look at the illustrations. Tell 
students: Este es un texto informativo. ¿Qué saben acerca de ese género? (This is an informative text. 
What do you know about this genre?)

u Conduct a preview of the text, pointing out features, such as the way the pages get larger and have 
section titles and illustrations on each tab, and the diagram that summarizes the life cycle of the 
butterfly. Ask: ¿Cómo les pueden ayudar esos elementos del libro? (How can these elements of the book 
help you?) Show the Glosario e índice (Glossary and Index) and then ask students what information 
they can find there. Elicit that the Glosario provides definitions for certain important words in a 
text, and that the Índice provides a list of topics and the page numbers on which to find them. 

u  Tell students they will read to learn about the life cycle of the butterfly, and to pay close attention 
to the other different cycles mentioned in the text.

reading 
u Read the text aloud. Then have students read aloud 

with you. Conduct a “popcorn reading” where a student 
volunteers to read first and reads a page or up to a reasonable limit, then chooses another student to 
read who continues where the first student left off. Continue until the entire story has been read.

u Hold up the book and point to the pictures at the bottom of the pages of the different tabs. Ask: ¿Qué 
notan en estas páginas? ¿Qué significan los dibujos en la parte de abajo de la página? (What do you notice 
about these pages? What do the pictures at the bottom of the page mean?)

u Reread pages 6–7 with students and then ask: ¿Cómo lucen las orugas? ¿Por qué tienen colores 
llamativos? (How do the caterpillars look like? Why are they so brightly colored?) ¿Cuántas partes 
componen el cuerpo de la oruga? ¿Cuáles son? (How many parts form the body of the caterpillar? What 
are they?)

u Read pages 8–9. Point out the heading on the side of the page. Explain that often, section headings 
tell us the main idea of that section. ¿Qué notan en las ilustraciones de estas páginas? ¿Qué detalles nos 
ayudan a entender el texto? (What do you notice about the illustration on these pages? What details 
help us understand the text?)

u Read pages 10–13 with students. Then ask: ¿De qué manera cambia la oruga cuando se transforma en 
crisálida? ¿Qué sucede dentro de la crisálida? (What are the changes from caterpillar to chrysalis? 
What is happening inside the chrysalis?)

u Read pages 18–19. Ask: ¿Adónde van las mariposas en su migración? ¿Por qué? ¿Saben de otros animales 
que migran? (Where are the butterflies migrating to? Why? Do you know of other animals that 
migrate?)

u Read pages 22–23. Ask: ¿Qué creen que va a pasar? (What do you think is going to happen?) Explain 
to students: Cuando unos sucesos se repiten una y otra vez, los llamamos ciclos. ¿Pueden explicar las cuatro 
etapas en el ciclo de vida de la mariposa monarca? (When events repeat themselves time after time,  
we call them cycles. Can you explain the four stages in the life cycle of the monarch butterfly?) 

u Have students identify other animals mentioned in the text and describe the interaction they have 
with the monarch butterfly. Distribute three-column charts (Graphic Organizer #31) and have 
students label the columns Animal / Página, Clasificación, Interacción con la mariposa. Model how to fill 
out each column, using the escarabajo rojo as an example: First column, Escarabajo rojo, pág. 3; second 
column, Insecto; third column, Vive en la planta de algodoncillo donde la mariposa pone sus huevos.

reading

InstructIonal Focus: 
Text-based Answers / Critical Analysis
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differentiated instruCtion 
below-level students

• Read the text aloud several times. Then have students repeat chorally after you.
• Allow students to answer with short phrases or incomplete sentences.
• Have above-level students read with below-level students to act as mentors/tutors.
• Ask these or similar questions: Describe los huevos de la mariposa. (Describe the butterfly’s  

eggs.) ¿Qué hace la oruga? (What does the caterpillar do?) ¿Qué comen las mariposas? (What  
do butterflies eat?)

at-level students

• Read the text aloud to and with students. Then have students read the text with a partner.
• Encourage students to stop and discuss what they have read with their partners.
• Ask these or similar questions: Describe el proceso de desarrollo de una oruga. (Describe the 

development of the caterpillar.) ¿Por qué crees que revienta la piel de la oruga? (Why do the 
caterpillar’s skin split?) ¿Por qué peligran las mariposas cuando están hibernando? (Why are 
butterflies in danger when they are hibernating?)

above-level students

• Read the text aloud to and with students. Then have students read the text independently.
• Encourage students to jot their reflections on sticky notes to make connections with the text.
• Ask these or similar questions: ¿Por qué las orugas comen plantas venenosas? (Why do caterpillars 

eat poisonous plants?) Describe las diferencias entre la hembra y el macho de la mariposa monarca. 
(Describe the differences between the male monarch butterfly and the female.) ¿Cuál es la 
diferencia entre la oruga y la mariposa cuando comen? (What is the difference between how a 
caterpillar eats and how a butterfly eats?)

post-reading 
u To reinforce the concept of sequence of events and to check comprehension, have students work in 

pairs to complete the sequence of events chart (Graphic Organizer #28) outlining the life cycle of 
the monarch butterfly. Have pairs present their charts to the class.  

u Have students think of one question they would use to quiz their classmates. Combine their 
questions to create a class Jeopardy! ™ activity. For example: Sueño largo y profundo que ayuda a 
algunos animales a sobrevivr en el invierno. ¿Qué es hibernación? (Long and deep sleep that helps some 
animals survive in winter. What is hibernation?) Remind students to use the vocabulary words and 
the scientific terms they learned during the reading in their questions. 

u Distribute three-column charts (Graphic Organizer #31) and have students complete a Tabla 3-2-1,  
labeling the columns Tres hechos que aprendí, Dos hechos interesantes, Una pregunta que todavía tengo 
(Three Facts I Learned, Two Interesting Facts, One Question I Still Have). Then ask students to 
present their charts to the class. Have volunteers answer the questions their classmates still have.
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u Several weeks before reading this book, order monarch butterfly kits from a biological supply 
house. Share with students. Say: Esta es una oruga. ¿Qué etapa en el ciclo de vida de una mariposa es 
esta? ¿Qué etapa viene después? (This is a caterpillar. What stage in the life cycle of a butterfly is 
this? What stage comes after it?) Allow students to examine the caterpillar, and tell them: Vamos 
a realizar una observación científica. (You are going to conduct a scientific observation.) Give each 
student a plastic two-liter bottle with the neck removed and have them place some soil and a small 
branch with leaves inside. You may wish to use an aquarium or commercially made butterfly 
garden. Then pass out the caterpillars and have students place them inside the bottle. Have them 
observe it every day and record their observations until butterflies emerge. 

u Have students draw and label the parts of the butterfly and its life cycle.
u Allow students to research the migratory patterns of the monarch butterfly and mark them on  

a map. Have them identify the closest migratory path to their city.

Ask students to refer to the Tabla 3-2-1 they completed in the Post-Reading activity. Have them choose 
one of the two facts they found interesting and write a paragraph about it, consulting the book and 
one other source. Divide the class into pairs to edit the paragraphs for spelling and punctuation. 
Publish a class book containing student articles. Help students complete this activity by having them 
write words, phrases, or complete sentences on their own, according to their proficiency level. You 
may wish to provide students with sentence starters and vocabulary flash cards as they complete this 
activity. 

6 Así nace una mariposa

ConneCtion with Content areas: 
sCienCe

writing

  Informal Assessment  
You may wish to assess a student’s progress as he 
or she completes comprehension and production 
activities. Suggested activities are identified with 
the icon.

InstructIonal Focus: 
Writing from Sources / Research Strand

InstructIonal Focus: 
Building Knowledge in the Content Areas
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Nombre 

Vocabulario

 Une

 1.  devorar                     a. alertar

 2.  segmentado               b.  cría de la mariposa

 3.  larva                          c.  comer muy deprisa

 4.  advertir d.  dividido en partes

 Escribe una oración con cada una de las siguientes frases. 

 1. mariposas aglomeradas

  

  

2. naranja encendido 

  

  

3. huevos diminutos 

  

  

 Escribe la definición de adjetivo. Escribe seis ejemplos de adjetivos que  

 aparecen en la lectura. 

 

 

 

 

Possible answer: En la rama del árbol hay muchas mariposas aglomeradas.

Possible answer: Las alas de la mariposa son de un color naranja encendido.

Possible answer: Los huevos diminutos de las mariposas monarca cubren las hojas 

del algodoncillo.

Answer: Un adjetivo es una palabra que describe una persona, lugar, animal o cosa.

Possible answers: nuevas, largo, cálidas, invernal, soleados, jugosa
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Nombre 

Comprensión lectora

 Ordena del 1 al 4 las etapas del ciclo de vida de la mariposa.

  La oruga devora las hojas del algodoncillo.

  La mariposa adulta sale de la crisálida.

  La oruga sale del huevo.

  La oruga se convierte en crisálida.
 

 Describe.

 1. Describe los cambios de una crisálida.

  

  

    2.  Describe una mariposa. Incluye tres detalles.

        

  

  

 Identifica las partes del cuerpo de una mariposa.

 ala antenas

probóscide

patas

tórax

 abdomen

Possible answer: Al principio, la crisálida es de color verde pálido y es muy suave. 

Luego cambia de color y se endurece. 

Possible answers: Su cuerpo tiene tres partes: cabeza, tórax y abdomen. Tiene ojos 

compuestos y antenas. Se alimenta a través de un tubo llamado probóscide. Sus alas 

están cubiertas de escamas de colores brillantes.

2

4

1

3
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Nombre 

Vocabulario

 Une

 1.  devorar                     a. alertar

 2.  segmentado               b.  cría de la mariposa

 3.  larva                          c.  comer muy deprisa

 4.  advertir d.  dividido en partes

 Escribe una oración con cada una de las siguientes frases. 

 1. mariposas aglomeradas

  

  

2. naranja encendido 

  

  

3. huevos diminutos 

  

  

 Escribe la definición de adjetivo. Escribe seis ejemplos de adjetivos que  

 aparecen en la lectura. 
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Nombre 

Comprensión lectora

 Ordena del 1 al 4 las etapas del ciclo de vida de la mariposa.

  La oruga devora las hojas del algodoncillo.

  La mariposa adulta sale de la crisálida.

  La oruga sale del huevo.

  La oruga se convierte en crisálida.
 

 Describe.

 1. Describe los cambios de una crisálida.

  

  

    2.  Describe una mariposa. Incluye tres detalles.

        

  

  

 Identifica las partes del cuerpo de una mariposa.


